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JACKSON YOUTH FOOTBALL AND CHEERLEADING
2026 COACHES CODE OF CONDUCT

JYFC Youth Football and Cheerleading Code of Conduct for Coaches:
As a coach, you are a role model for our athletes and a representative of our organization. YOUR behavior, on and off the field, should reflect the values we promote here in Jackson:  respect, responsibility, and integrity. This Code of Conduct outlines the expectations for all coaches involved in ALL our programs.

1. General Expectations
· Respect: Treat all athletes, parents, officials, and fellow coaches with respect and dignity at all times. Encourage good sportsmanship and set a positive example.
· Integrity: Uphold the highest standards of honesty and fairness. Do not engage in any form of cheating, unsportsmanlike conduct, or unfair behavior.
· Communication: Maintain clear, open, and respectful communication with players, parents, and staff. Address concerns promptly and professionally.
· Commitment: Commit to the development of the players in both skill and character. Attend all practices, games, and required events unless an emergency or prior notice is given.













2. Coach’s Conduct at Games/Events
· Attendance: Coaches are expected to be present and on time for all scheduled practices, games, meetings, and events. If unable to attend, the coach must provide prior notice and arrange for an assistant or substitute coach to fulfill the coaching responsibilities.
· Punctuality: Arriving on time shows respect for the athletes' time and ensures smooth event execution. Coaches who fail to attend on time will be subject to review.
· Behavior During Games: Coaches must remain calm, composed, and respectful to referees, players, parents, and other coaches. Arguments with officials or disruptive behavior are prohibited.
· Ejections: A coach who is ejected from a game or event for misconduct or unsportsmanlike behavior will be suspended for the NEXT GAME/or EVENT from JYFC and be responsible for the fine levied down from NJAYF.  NJAYF will also hand down a suspension which may vary in severity.  IMPORTANT: Moreover, the ejected coach will be suspended from ANY JYFC ACIVITIES (practices, meetings, parties, etc.) and will not be permitted at the JYFC facility until the suspension has been completed.  VIOLATIONS OF OUR POLICY WILL RESULT IN IMMEDIATE 3 GAME SUSPENSION or permanent removal from coaching duties and/or JYFC.

3. Alcohol, Drugs, and Substance Use
· Alcohol: Alcohol consumption is strictly prohibited for Coaches during all practices, games, or specific team events. Coaches who are found to be under the influence of alcohol during these times will face immediate disciplinary action, including possible suspension or dismissal.
· Drugs: The use, possession, or distribution of illegal drugs is prohibited. Any coach caught violating this policy will be removed from their coaching position and reported to the appropriate authorities.
· Tobacco: The use of tobacco products (smoking, vaping, chewing) during practices or games is prohibited. Coaches must be role models in promoting healthy habits.






4. Safety and Welfare of Athletes
· Athlete Safety: Coaches must prioritize the safety of all players at all times. This includes monitoring athletes during practices, ensuring proper equipment is used, and adhering to all safety protocols and regulations.
· Inappropriate Behavior: Any coach found engaging in inappropriate behavior, including verbal, physical, or emotional abuse toward an athlete, will be removed immediately from their position and may face legal consequences.
· Mental Health and Well-being: Coaches should recognize the importance of athletes' mental health. Encourage players to be open about their challenges and offer support or direct them to appropriate resources when needed.

5. Discipline and Consequences
· Violations: Any violation of the Code of Conduct will result in a review of the coach’s actions by the program leadership (Disciplinary Committee and/or JYFC Board). Disciplinary actions may include, but are not limited to:
. Written warnings
. Suspension from coaching duties
. Temporary or permanent removal from coaching
· Appeals: Coaches have the right to appeal any disciplinary decision by submitting a written request to the Jackson Youth Football and Cheerleading program leadership within 7 days of the decision. 

6. Confidentiality
· Player Privacy: Coaches must maintain confidentiality regarding sensitive information about players, including health issues, family matters, or other personal details. Any breach of this confidentiality is considered a serious violation of the JYFC Code of Conduct.
· Team Information: All team-related information, including strategies, scheduling, and personal matters, should be shared within the team and organization only.





7. Social Media and Public Conduct
· Social Media: Coaches are expected to represent the team and organization in a positive light on all social media platforms. Any posts or comments that promote negativity, violence, or inappropriate behavior will result in JYFC disciplinary action.
· Public Behavior: Coaches should function as representatives of the organization in ALL public settings. Any actions that damage the reputation of the team, players, or organization will be taken seriously and will be considered a violation of the JYFC Code of Conduct.



Acknowledgment and Signature

I, the undersigned, acknowledge that I have read, understand, and agree to adhere to the Jackson Youth Football and Cheerleading Code of Conduct for Coaches. I understand the expectations for my behavior, and I am committed to promoting a safe, respectful, and positive environment for all JYFC athletes. I recognize that failure to follow this Code of Conduct may result in disciplinary action, including suspension or dismissal from coaching duties.

Coach's Name: _______________________________

Coach's Signature: ____________________________


Team/Division Name: _______________________________________

Date: _______________________________________
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